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Director, CIA 30 mxrah 1948
Assistant Director, ORE In-22

Rulrr Coal Production

l. Ever since the close of hostilities in Germany,
the food situation in the Ruhr* has heen described, in
both official and unofficiai reports, as more or less
acute, To date, no information has been rsceived by
ORE that the shortage of basic rations has been solved,

2+ The reports of ths Military ( svermment on the
subjects of food and coal take approximately two months
to reach ORE. Othsr official comnents on the matter
received during this tims lag (seec attashed citationg
for oi:mplu) have, however, not contradicted sarlier
OpOrie.

Se In view of the foregoing, ORE credits, and has
as yot received no offtcial data to disoredit, a
£l March New York Times article from Frankfurt quoting
an officlal Ruhr XG appeal for an improved rationing
systea. According to the New York Times ths appeal
stated that:

a, the underground minoers were getting less
food than had besn gusrantesd;

b, the quality of Rulr food during the t
mnonth probably had reached its lowest point

two years;

¢e the normal consumer in the RU hed re~
coi;:d no official meat ration for at least five
wooks 3

d. nelthsr ths underground nor the surface
miner has roceived his full rationg

e, statistics of the Ruhr District rood
O0ffice showed that in January the und
niner received 3,640 calories daily out of
4,050 calories on the schedule, and that,
despite zoms improvement in Pebruary, it is
ostimated that ths ration did not exoeed 3,800
calories & day;
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fo these shortages had been caused dy the
failure to meet the normal consumer ration of
1,400 calorios a day and the fatlurs to meet the
ration on the miners supplementary woukers cardp

e during the last month the nonmmal conmumey
rution amounted to only 1,350 calories a day, and
in the more important areas, such s Essen, it
was 1,130 celories a day;

he items such as meat and rat, which are
ssgential for the physical output of the worier
and in the preparation of the workers® meals were
almont entirely absent;

i. no meat has been called up in the Ruhr for
&t least rive weeks for the normel consumer card
nor on his workers supplemental cerd for at least
Live mks.

THEODORE BABBITT
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le Weekly Intelligence Report No. B9, 6 January 1948,
OrI, OMGUS, Pages 3 and D1 and Pole 3 =~ Miners delegations
V:l:;‘ food office and union, requesting permission to
(. 2% o .

2+ State Department telesrsm fram Bremen, No. 9,
16 Jamuary 1848 -= Pood crisis in Ruhr developing - shortage
of potatoes - collections and distribution not made.

3. State Department telegran from Berlin, No; 178,
21 January 1948 -~ liow minors! ration of 4,200 culories
announced, but not fully implemanted,

4. Intelligence Summary Ho., 26, Hq. BEUCOM, ODDI,
2 Pebruary 1948 == Incentive progrem has not increased
productivity of miners but only number of tham,

b. Hearings before the Camuittes on Foreign Affalrs,
llouse or Representatives, on a Poreirn Policy for a
Post-War Recovery Prorram, Statement of Lewis H. Bromm,
Chairman of the Board, Jolms-Manville Corporation,

10 Pebruary 1948. (Hero 1s (reaented the viewpoint of an
American Industrialiat who made a azpecial study of Ge
at the requeat of the United States occupation authorities.)

fe pe. 1013. "Insufficient food in the Ruhr is
the foundation of the vicious oycle that leads through
coal shortages and steel shortages to shortages in
overy econamic sector of germany and in fact all
Lurope.®

be p. 104l. "In a section of the Ruhr, very
recently, potatoes, the bigrest item in the GCerman
workertas diet noxt to bread, wers unobtainable on
the ration cards for alnost 4 weaks,"

6+ FBIB No. 249, 17 Pebruary 1948 «- North Rhine
Lestphalian ¥Focod }inistry says only supplies of fish and
bread fully met,

7. Semi=ponthly 1'ilitary Government Report llo. 84
for the US Ococupled Area of Gormany, ON3US, Public
Information 0ffice, 20 Pebruary 1948 -- Foalilure to regain
llovember coal poeak dus to deterioration of food situation
in ruhr,

8, Bstimate of the Situation, 0DDI, FUCOM, 1 March 19848,

Page 14, Paragcraph 1 -~ Tjalkout of Ruxr niners duo to {ood
situation,
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